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H2020 

Aim: securing Europe's global 
competitiveness by 
investing in science 
and innovation 

 

Budget: nearly €80 billion 
compared with €55 
billion in FP7 

 

Duration: 2014-2020 

3 



 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Key pillars  

• Supporting Europe's 
excellent science base 

 

• Building industrial leadership 
in Europe 

 

• Tackling societal challenges 
for a better society 

SC7: Secure Societies € 1 694,6 million 
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Security:  
a societal challenge 

It concerns the protection of citizens, society and 
economy as well as Europe's assets, infrastructures 
and services, its prosperity, political stability and 
well-being.  

 

Any malfunction or disruption, intentional or 
accidental, can have a detrimental impact with high 
associated economic or societal costs.  
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H2020 types of  
calls and proposals 

• Calls are challenge-based, and therefore more open to 
innovative proposals 

− Calls are less prescriptive - they do not outline the expected solutions to the 
problem, nor the approach to be taken to solve it 

− Calls/topics descriptions allow plenty of scope for applicants to propose innovative 
solutions of their own choice   

• There is a greater emphasis on impact, in particular through 
each call or topic impact statements  

− Applicants are asked to explain how their work will contribute to bringing about the 
described impacts 

− During the evaluation, experts are asked to assess this potential contribution 

• There is more emphasis on innovation 

− Horizon 2020 supports all stages in the research and innovation chain including 
non-technological and social innovation and activities closer to the market 

• Proposals may bring together different disciplines, sectors 
and actors to tackle specific challenges  

− e.g. scientists, industry, SMEs, societal partners, end-users… 
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Structure of the  
Secure Societies WP 

 Disaster Resilient Societies (DRS) 

     Crisis management and civil protection, critical infrastructure protection 

 Fight against Crime and Terrorism (FCT) 

     Forensics, law enforcement capabilities, ethical/societal dimension 

 Border Security (BES) 

     Border crossing points, information management, supply chain security 

 Digital Security (DS) 

     Privacy, access control, trust eServices, Secure information sharing 
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Disaster Resilient 
Societies (DRS) 
 

The DRS-call is divided in the following sub-sectors:  

I. Crisis management and Civil Protection (3 topics) 

II. Disaster Resilience & Climate Change (3 topics) 

III. Critical Infrastructure Protection (4+1 topics) 

IV. Communication interoperability (1 topic) 

V. Ethical/Societal Dimension (1 topic) 

 

Budget: DRS 9c, 10 & 11 (in II): 15+3+10 MEUR 

   DRS 17 (in III):  7,4 MEUR 

   DRS (others):  54,3 MEUR 
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safeguarding and securing society, including adapting to climate change 



Fight against Crime 
and Terrorism (FCT)  

 
The FCT-call is divided in the following sub-sectors: 

I. Forensics (4 topics) 

II. Law enforcement capabilities (2 topics) 

III. Urban security (No topic) 

IV. Ethical/Societal Dimension (2 topics) 
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Budget FCT: 42,16 MEUR 
 + FCT 17-FTI Pilot: 3,91 MEUR 
 



Border Security and External 
 Security (BES)  

The BES-call is divided in the following sub-sectors 

I. Maritime Border Security (4 topics) 

II. Border crossing points (3 topics) 

III. Supply Chain Security (1 topic) 

IV. External Security: 

• Information Management (2 topics) 

• Conflict prevention and Peace building (1 topic) 

V. Ethical/Societal Dimension (No topic) 

 

 

11 

Budget BES: 42,17 MEUR 



Digital Security (DS) 

I. Privacy 

II. Access Control 

III. The role of ICT in CIP (1 topic) 

IV. Information driven Cyber Security Management (1 topic) 

V. Trust eServices (1 Topic) 

VI. Risk management and assurance models 

VII. Value-sensitive technological innovation in Cybersecurity (1 topic) 
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Budget: DS 3 (in I):   17,50 MEUR 
  DS 4 (in II):  14,31 MEUR 
  DS 5 (in VI): 17,40 MEUR 
  DS 7 (in VII):  1,00 MEUR 



How much? 
Budget & topics 
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2015 MEUR Topics Who 

DRS ALL 82,33 12 ALL 

DRS 9c & 11 15+10 2 EASME 

DRS 10 3 1 RTD 

DRS 54,33 9 REA/HOME 

FCT 42,16 8 REA/HOME 

BES 42,17  11 REA/HOME 

DS 50,21  4 REA/CNECT 

Total WP* 216,87  35   

*Not included DRS17 & FCT 17 



Research and Innovation Action (RIA) 

 

Innovation Action (IA) 

 

Coordination and Support Action (CSA) 

 

SME Instrument 

 

Pre-Commercial Procurement Cofund (PCP) 

 

Fast Track to Innovation Pilot 

Type of Actions in SC7 
 2014-2015 WP 

14 

2014 

2015 



Aim: To establish new knowledge and/or to explore the 
feasibility of a new or improved technology, product, process, 
service or solution. 

 It may include basic and applied research, technology 
development and integration, testing and validation on a small-
scale prototype in a laboratory or simulated environment.  

 

Funding: Up to 100% of eligible costs 

 

Eligibility criteria: Three independent legal entities, each 
established in a different Member State or Associated Country 

Research and Innovation  
Action (RIA) 
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Aim: To produce plans and arrangements or designs for new, 
altered or improved products, processes or services 

 It may include prototyping, testing, demonstrating, piloting, 
large-scale product validation and market replication.  

 

Funding: Up to 70% of eligible costs (up to 100% for non-
profit) 

 

Eligibility criteria: Three independent legal entities, each 
established in a different Member State or Associated Country 

 

 

Innovation Action (IA) 
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Consisting of: Accompanying measures such as 
standardisation, dissemination, awareness raising and 
communication, networking, coordination or support services, 
policy dialogues and mutual learning exercises and studies, 
including design studies for new infrastructure and may also 
include complementary activities of strategic planning, 
networking and coordination between programmes in different 
countries. 

Funding: Up to 100% of eligible costs 

 

Eligibility criteria: One legal entity established in a Member 
State or Associated Country 

 

 

 

Coordination and Support 
 Action (CSA) 
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Aim: To encourage public procurement of research, 
development and validation of new solutions that can 
bring significant quality and efficiency improvements in 
areas of public interest, whilst opening market 
opportunities for industry and researches active in Europe 

 

Funding: Up to 70% of eligible costs 

 

Eligibility criteria: Three independent legal entities, each 
established in a different Member State or Associated 
Country; minimum two public procurers from two 
different Member States or Associated Countries; 
additional conditions in the Work Programme 
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One Common Challenge 

 

A buyers group and a lead procurer, all public contracting 
authorities (other type of procurers may participate under 
specific conditions) 

 

One joint call for tender, one joint evaluation of offers and a 
lead procurer awarding the R&D service contracts in the name 
and on behalf of the buyers group. 

 

Two types of eligible activities: Preparation and Execution 

 

See Annex D and Annex E of the WP 
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G. Technology readiness levels (TRL)  

Where a topic description refers to a TRL, the following definitions apply, 
unless otherwise specified:  

 TRL 1 – basic principles observed  

 TRL 2 – technology concept formulated  

 TRL 3 – experimental proof of concept  

 TRL 4 – technology validated in lab  

 TRL 5 – technology validated in relevant environment (industrially 
relevant environment in the case of key enabling technologies)  

 TRL 6 – technology demonstrated in relevant environment (industrially 
relevant environment in the case of key enabling technologies)  

 TRL 7 – system prototype demonstration in operational environment  

 TRL 8 – system complete and qualified  

 TRL 9 – actual system proven in operational environment (competitive 
manufacturing in the case of key enabling technologies; or in space)  

Technology readiness 
 levels (TRL)  
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Cross-cutting 
 issues 

Cross-cutting issues are fully integrated in the 
work programme (WP) 

• Social Sciences and Humanities (SSH) are integrated across all 
Horizon 2020 activities to successfully address European 
challenges 

• Gender dimension in the content of R&I - a question on the 
relevance of sex/gender analysis is included in proposal templates  

• The new strategic approach to international cooperation 
consists of a general opening of the WP and targeted activities 
across all relevant Horizon 2020 parts 

− The approach to providing 'automatic funding' to third country participants is 
restricted – see list of countries 

• Other cross-cutting issues may also be included in the WP 
such as Responsible Research and Innovation (RRI) including 
science education, open access to scientific publications, ethics…; 
standardisation; climate and sustainable development … 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/wp/2014_2015/annexes/h2020-wp1415-annex-a-countries-rules_en.pdf


SSH relevant 
topics 

"Proposals under these topics are expected to take into account the social, economic, behavioural, institutional, 
historical and/or cultural dimensions, as appropriate, of a societal issue." 

DRS-11-2015 
Disaster Resilience & Climate Change topic 3: Mitigating the impacts of climate change 

and natural hazards on cultural heritage sites, structures and artefacts 

DRS-14-2015 
Critical Infrastructure Protection topic 3: Critical Infrastructure resilience indicator - 

analysis and development of methods for assessing resilience 

DRS-15-2015 
Critical Infrastructure Protection topic 4: Protecting potentially hazardous and sensitive 

sites/areas considering multi-sectorial dependencies 

DRS-22-2015 
Ethical/Societal Dimension topic 3: Impact of climate change in third countries on 

Europe's security 

FCT-02-2015 Forensic topic 2: Advanced easy to use in-situ forensic tools at the scene of crime 

FCT-04-2015 Forensics topic 4: Internet Forensics to combat organized crime 

FCT-09-2015 Law Enfocement capabilities topic 5: Identity Management 

FCT-15-2015 
Ethical/Societal Dimension Topic 3: Better understanding the role of new social media 

networks and their use for public  security purposes 

FCT-16-2015 

Ethical/Societal Dimension Topic 4 - Investigating the role of social, psychological and 

economic aspects of the processes that lead to organized crime (including cyber related 

offenses), terrorist networks and their impact on social cohesion 

BES-13-2015 
Conflict prevention and peace building topic 2: Training curricula for Conflict Prevention 

and Peace Building personnel 

DS-7-2015 Value-sensitive technological innovation in Cybersecurity 



Gender relevant 
topics 

"Proposals under these topics are expected to take into account the social, economic, behavioural, institutional, 
historical and/or cultural dimensions, as appropriate, of a societal issue." 

DRS-03-2015 

Crisis management topic 3: Demonstration activity on large scale disasters 

and crisis management and resilience of EU external assets against major 

identified threats or causes of crisis 

DRS-06-2015 
Crisis management topic 6: Addressing standardisation opportunities in 

support of increasing disaster resilience in Europe 

FCT-03-2015 

Forensics topic 3: Mobile, remotely controlled technologies to examine a 

crime scene in case of an accident or a terrorist attack involving CBRNE 

materials 

FCT-16-2015 

Ethical/Societal Dimension Topic 4 - Investigating the role of social, 

psychological and economic aspects of the processes that lead to 

organized crime (including cyber related offenses), terrorist networks and 

their impact on social cohesion 
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Select topic and type of action 
Login Pre-registration Consortium set-up 

Submission Form filling 
Administrative form & 

Part B or Annexes 

Proposal submission step-by-step 
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Horizon 2020 calls (2014-2020) 

Select your programme, call and topic 



…or the free text search 

Find the relevant topic  
using the keyword search 

'Quick finder' for pre-selected searches: 

Grants for individuals 

Cross-cutting priorities  



CALL LEVEL 

Select your topic 



TOPIC LEVEL 

1. Access the submission service for the topic for the first time by creating a 
draft proposal  

Find guidance  



To find already created draft proposals 

Go to the My Proposals page 
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Create a draft 
proposal 
Step 3 

 

Choose the PIC number 
of the coordinator or 

search by name. 

Check whether the configuration is OK 
for a better usability of the system. For 
help: read the user guide or the online 

manual/IT HOW TO. 



Prepare the list of 
participants: 

 
1. Add partners: 

choose the PIC 
number of 

organisation(s) 

 

2. Add contact persons:  
 

- choose the level of rights for the person (full or read-only), 
and  

- define the role of the person in the proposal: Main contact 
(= person in charge of the proposal) or contact person 

Prepare the list of participants 
and 

Manage access rights of contacts 
 



If the eligibility rules are not met, 
eg. minimum number of partners, 

type of countries, an eligibility 
warning is displayed. 



Prepare the administrative form:  
                   Edit form (Part A) 
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Choose your 
keywords (if any) 

Read guidance in the form: 
more help is given behind 
the question marks or as 

ghost text within the 
boxes. 



Guidance in the budget section 

Click to expand the guidance for one section 

Click to expand the 
guidance for all. 

Please make sure that the Part A budget section is consistent 
with your Part B! Don't forget to fill in the Requested grant 
amount! 
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Societal Impact 

• Fill out the Societal Impact Table 

• Complete the relevant parts in the part B 

Page in the 
proposal where the 
issue is addressed 



Validate the form: 
 

Check whether there are 
obvious mistakes or 

missing fields in the form.  
 

The validation results are 
shown at the end of the 

form. 
 

There might be blocking 
errors that will prevent you 

from submitting the 
proposal. 



Call specific templates to 
prepare the technical annex 
and any additional annexes. 

Usual set-up:  
- Technical annex 1-3 with a page limit (usually). Above 

the page limit the system puts a watermark on the 
excess pages. 

- Technical annex 4-6: usually no page limit applies.  
- Additional ethics annex is an optional document. 



You must use the official template for the part B 

 Pay attention to: 
 

o Page limits: excess pages will be 
watermarked by the system and disregarded  
by the evaluators 

• Part A (fill-in on-line): Sections 1 to 5 

• Part B (upload 2 pdf): 

1- First pdf file – Sections 1-3 

 - Evaluation criteria 

 Limit: 70 pages (50 for CSAs & 90 PCP) 

2- Second pdf file – Sections 4-6: 

 - Section 4: Members of the consortium  

 - Section 5: Ethics and Societal Impact 

 - Section 6: Security 

No page limit 

 

The Proposal 
 Template 
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o Description of Participants (Section 4): needed to assess 
their operational capacity - must be accurate and detailed 
according to the template: 

The Proposal 
 Template 
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o Ethics & Societal Impact (Section 5): complete the self-
assessment 

 

o Security (Section 6): no classified information in the 
proposal, address possible classification of foreground 

 

 

 

The Proposal 
 Template 
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Before submission click 
on the validate button 

to see any missing parts 
or warnings. 

To edit the list of 
participants or contact 

persons, go back to Step 4 
– Parties. 

Submit your 
proposal 
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After submission: 
 

- You may re-edit the 
proposal, or 

 
- Download the e-

receipt 
 

- Withdraw the 
proposal 

 
from this step.  

E-receipt: it is available at the end of the 
submitted proposal package.  

It shows the time of submission, ECAS user 
name, an official proof of submission.    
To view the e-receipt properly, please 

follow the instructions of the user guide. 
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To edit/delete/withdraw/view submitted proposals, click on one 
of the action buttons for the given proposal. 
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Publication 

 11/12/13 

Opening 

 25/03/15 

Info-day 
26/03/15 

Deadline 

27/08/2015 

Remote 
Evaluation (IER) 

9/09/15 – 
9/10/15 

Evaluation in Bxl 

(CR) 

5–23/10/15 

Ethics Screening 
 

October 2015 
                               

Panel Meeting 

(ESR) 

October 2015 
 

Security Scrutiny 
 

Nov-Dec 2014 

Information to 
applicants 

+ Review 

Jan 2016 

Grant Preparation 
 

Feb-April 2016 

Start of projects 

from 

May 2016 

When? 



Evaluation Process: 
    How? 

Individual  
Evaluation  

Report 

Individual  
Evaluation  

Report Individual  
Evaluation  

Report 

Consensus  
group 

Consensus  
Report 

Individual  
Evaluation  

Report 

Individual  
Evaluation  

Report 

Expert Expert Expert Expert Expert Minimum 3 experts 

Individual evaluation 

Consensus 

Proposal Eligible proposal 
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Evaluation 
criteria 

Research and Innovation/ 
Innovation/SME instrument   

 

• Clarity and pertinence of the objectives  
• Soundness of the concept, including trans-disciplinary considerations, where relevant 
• Extent that proposed work is ambitious, has innovation potential, and is beyond the 

state of the art (e.g. ground-breaking objectives, novel concepts and approaches)  
• Credibility of the proposed approach 

 

Ex
ce

lle
n

ce
 

 

• The expected impacts listed in the work Programme under the relevant topic  
• Enhancing innovation capacity and integration of new knowledge  
• Strengthening the competitiveness and growth of companies by developing 

innovations meeting the needs of European and global markets; and, where relevant, 
by delivering such innovations to the markets  

• Any other environmental and socially important impacts (not already covered above) 
• Effectiveness of the proposed measures to exploit and disseminate the project 

results (including management of IPR), to communicate the project, and to manage 
research data where relevant  

 

Im
p

ac
t 

• Coherence and effectiveness of the work plan, including appropriateness of the 
allocation of tasks and resources 

• Complementarity of the participants within the consortium (when relevant) 
• Appropriateness of the management structures and procedures, including risk and 

innovation management 
 

Im
p

le
m

e
n

ta
ti

o
n

  

49 



HORIZON 2020 

50 

Interpretation  
of the scores  

The proposal fails to address the criterion or cannot be assessed 
due to missing or incomplete information. 

 

Poor. The criterion is inadequately addressed, or there are serious 
inherent weaknesses. 

 

Fair. The proposal broadly addresses the criterion, but there are 
significant weaknesses. 

 

Good. The proposal addresses the criterion well, but a number of 
shortcomings are present. 

 

Very Good. The proposal addresses the criterion very well, but a 
small number of shortcomings are present. 

 

Excellent. The proposal successfully addresses all relevant aspects 
of the criterion. Any shortcomings are minor. 

0 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 



• each criterion scored out of 5 

• individual threshold of 3 

• overall threshold of 10 

 

- Impact criterion (CR2) weighted by factor of 1.5 for Innovation 
Actions 

 

- The procedure for setting a priority order for proposals with the same 
score is given in part H of the General Annexes.  
 

 

Please note the exception on pages 43 (DRS) and 70 (FCT) of the Work Programme 
regarding the section "Priority order for proposals with the same score" of part H. 

Scoring/weights/thresholds 
(General Annexes) 
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Associated Countries: 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/hi/3cpart/h2020-hi-list-ac_en.pdf?_=58655886 
Switzerland: 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/hi/h2020-hi-swiss-part_en.pdf 
  

Legal entities established in the following countries will be eligible to receive funding through H2020: 
1- the 28 MS 
2-  the Countries Associated to Horizon 2020: 

List of countries, and applicable 
rules for funding 

(       ) 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/hi/3cpart/h2020-hi-list-ac_en.pdf?_=58655886
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/hi/3cpart/h2020-hi-list-ac_en.pdf?_=58655886
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/hi/3cpart/h2020-hi-list-ac_en.pdf?_=58655886
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/hi/3cpart/h2020-hi-list-ac_en.pdf?_=58655886
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/hi/3cpart/h2020-hi-list-ac_en.pdf?_=58655886
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/hi/3cpart/h2020-hi-list-ac_en.pdf?_=58655886
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/hi/3cpart/h2020-hi-list-ac_en.pdf?_=58655886
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/hi/3cpart/h2020-hi-list-ac_en.pdf?_=58655886
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/hi/h2020-hi-swiss-part_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/hi/h2020-hi-swiss-part_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/hi/h2020-hi-swiss-part_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/hi/h2020-hi-swiss-part_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/hi/h2020-hi-swiss-part_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/hi/h2020-hi-swiss-part_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/hi/h2020-hi-swiss-part_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/hi/h2020-hi-swiss-part_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/hi/h2020-hi-swiss-part_en.pdf


• An international agreement associating Switzerland to parts of Horizon 2020 was signed 
on 5 December 2014.  

The parts to which Switzerland is associated are: 

- - the "Excellent Science" pillar, containing the European Research Council, Future and 
Emerging Technologies, Research Infrastructures and the Marie Skłodowska-Curie actions; 

- - the actions under the specific objective “Spreading excellence and widening 
participation”; 

- - and the Euratom Programme and the activities carried out by the European Joint 
Undertaking for ITER and the Development of Fusion for Energy for 2014-2020.  

- Swiss entities may participate with a status of third country entities in other H2020 
priorities that are not listed above. 

• The signature of the Horizon 2020 Association Agreement with Ukraine is expected for 
March 2015, but the Agreement will only enter into force once Ukraine has ratified it and 
notified the Commission. The Agreement does not provide for provisional/retroactive 
application.  

• Given that the EU does not recognise the illegal annexation of Autonomous Republic of 
Crimea and the City of Sevastopol, under the terms of the Horizon 2020 Association 
Agreement with Ukraine, legal persons established there are not eligible to participate. 
Should the illegal annexation of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea and the City of 
Sevastopol end, the Agreement will be revised accordingly.  

• Unlike in FP7, Liechtenstein does not intend to associate to Horizon 2020.   
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3- International European interest organisations (the majority of whose members are MS or AC, 
and whose principal objective is to promote scientific and technological cooperation in Europe ) 
4- The following countries: 



‘Exceptional funding’ 
for third country 

- Unless otherwise stated in the WP, legal entities from other countries and 
international organisations can only be funded in exceptional cases. 

- One of those cases (Article 10.2.a of the Rules for Participation) is where the 
Commission deems the participation of the entity in question essential for 
carrying out the action. 

- This exceptionality needs to be justified in the proposal and the Commission will 
base its decision on the evaluation of the proposal, which therefore needs to 
include the evaluators' judgment about whether or not the participation of the 
entity in question in the project is essential, with clear benefits to the consortium. 

- These benefits may include: outstanding competence and expertise, access to 
unique know-how, access to research infrastructures, access to geographical 
environments, involving key partners in emerging markets, access to data, etc. 

- If decided not to be funded: the final project EU contribution will be reduced 
accordingly, maintaining the original work foreseen. 
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• No more negotiations in H2020! 

• Read carefully the work programme, its annexes and 
especially the chosen topic: what is expected? 

• Follow strictly the instructions and the proposal template 

• Address thoroughly the selection and award criteria 

• Respect 

• admissibility and  

• eligibility criteria. 

 
  

A few tips 
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• Carefully proof-read your proposal - avoid 
inconsistencies 

• Have your proposal checked by somebody not directly 
involved in its preparation 

• Respect the page limits 

• Make the evaluator's life easier: 

 Use a simple and clear language: use plain English 
 Be short and concise 
 Clearly define objectives, milestones and 

deliverables  
 Use tables and graphs, etc. 

 



More tips 

• The size of project and consortium should be in line with the 
intended project objectives and not the other way around 

 

• Look for the necessary expertise: end users, private and public, 
academia, industry, SMEs, etc: 

 Avoid “sleeping” partners without real contribution,  

 Avoid redundant partnerships, 

 But … the involvement of relevant SMEs and relevant End 
Users is encouraged! 
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… and do not leave the submission to 
the last minute! 



                              

HORIZON 2020 

 
Good luck with your proposals! 

REA-SECURITY-RESEARCH@ec.europa.eu 
 


