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 Rules for participation: Three main objectives 
 

Innovation,  

Simplification 

and Coherence RfP 

Horizon 

2020 

Coherence Simplification 

Innovation 



Keeping flexibility 
where needed. 

 A single set of rules 

etc. 

EU Financial 
Regulation 

Specific rules 
for participation 

Covering all H2020 
research and 
innovation actions 

EU Financial 
Regulation 

Specific rules 
for participation 

http://www.eurostars-eureka.eu/home.do
http://eit.europa.eu/home.html


The legal framework of a H2020 action  
 

H2020 Rules for Participation (RfP)  

+ 

Work Programme (WP): General Annexes  

+ 

Work Programme Call/Topic - Possible Specific 
Conditions  

+ 

H2020 Model Grant Agreement + Proposal =>  

Signed Grant Agreement (only text binding for 
the parties)  

 

Supported by exhaustive guidance in the H2020 
Annotated Model Grant Agreement 



WP General Annexes 
 

A. List of countries eligible for funding  

B. Standard admissibility conditions, page limits and supporting 
documents  

C. Standard eligibility conditions  

D. Types of action: specific provisions and funding rates  

E. Specific requirements for innovation procurement (PCP/PPI) 
supported by Horizon 2020 grants  

F. Model Rules of Contest (RoC) for prizes  

G. Evaluation rules  

H. Budget flexibility  

I. Actions involving classified information  

J. Actions involving financial support to third parties  

K. Conditions related to open access to research data  



According to the RfP, Work Programme may:  
 

• Restrict eligibility of participants from third countries (e.g. 

security concerns, reciprocity)  

• Introduce additional eligibility criteria (Number of participants, 

type of participant and place of establishment ) 

• specify weighting and thresholds in relation to award 
criteria 

• Specify third countries that are eligible for funding  

• Specify the funding rate for an action  

• Specify that lump sums or unit costs can be used 

• Identify beneficiaries for grants without a call for 
proposals  

 



Conditions for Participation 

Minimum conditions 

 Standard collaborative actions 
 

At least three legal entities each established in a different Member State or an Associated 
Country; 
 

 ERC, SME instrument, programme co-fund, coordination 
and support, training and mobility actions: 
 

One legal entity established in a Member State or in an Associated Country. 

 

Additional Conditions 

 In the work programme or work plan. 



Participation 
 

Open for all legal entities 

established in third countries 

and for international 

organisations. 

International Cooperation - I 

 

Restrictions only possible if 

introduced in the work 

programme. 

 For reciprocity reasons;  
 

 For security reasons. 



Funding 
 

 Third country identified in the Work Programme 
or 

 International Cooperation - II 

 

 participation deemed by the Commission essential in the 
action 
or 

 when provided under a bilateral scientific and technological 
agreement 



Time to grant: speeding up the process - I 

A maximum TTG of 8 months 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

5 months 
for informing all applicants 

on scientific evaluation 

8 months 
for signature of GA 



Time to grant: speeding up the process - II  

How to speed up 
the process 
 

 No more negotiations:  
each proposal evaluated 'as it is', 

not as 'what could be'; 

 Legal entity validated in 
parallel. 

 No more paper:  
e-communication & e-signature of grants. 



Collaborative Research and Innovation actions  

 

Coordination and Support actions 

 

ERA-NET co-fund 
 

 

 

Type of actions available in 2018 call: Grants 

 



Type of actions available in 2018 call: 

Specific instruments targeting innovation 

 

 
Public procurement of Innovative solutions 

 

SME Instrument 

  

Financial instrument: InnovFin Infectious Diseases 
Pilot centralised management structure 



The H2020 Model Grant Agreement 



Annex 1:  Description of the action  

Annex 2: Estimated budget  

Annex 3: Accession Forms, 3a & 3b  

Annex 4: Financial statements  

Annex 5:  Certificate on the financial 
statements 

Annex 6: Certificate on the methodology 

Horizon 2020 model Grant Agreement:   
Annexes to the grant 



THIRD  
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Affiliated entities 

Third parties with 
a legal link  

Subcontractors 

• Similar to FP7 Special Clause 
10 

 
• Affiliated or with legal link* 

• Must be identified in the GA 

• Same cost eligibility criteria 
as beneficiaries  

• the Commission may request 
the beneficiary to accept joint 
and several liability for the EU 
contribution 

• Article 14 MGA 

Linked third parties 

Third parties: carrying out work in the action 
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Affiliated entities 

Third parties with a 
legal link  

Subcontractors 

• Ensure best value for 
money and avoid any 
conflict of interests 

• Estimated costs and 
tasks must be 
identified in the budget 
and Annex 1 

•      NEW: if not 
identified in Annex 1, 
Commission  may still 
approve them 
(beneficiary bears the 
risk of rejection) 

• Article 13 MGA  

Linked third parties 

Third parties: carrying out work in the action 

 



Third parties: others 
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Contracts  
necessary for the 
implementation  

Contributions in 
kind 

• For the purchase of goods, 
works or services 

• Ensure best value for money 
and avoid any conflict of 
interests 

• Article 10 MGA 

• Free of charge or against 
payment are eligible costs if 
they meet the eligibility 
conditions 

• Must be set out in Annex 1  

•       NEW:if not identified in 
Annex 1, Commission  may still 
approve them (beneficiary bears 
the risk of rejection) 

• Articles 11 & 12 MGA 



Linked third 
party 

Subcontractor 
→ Goods 

→ Services 

→ Works 

Third party providing 
in-kind contribution 

The beneficiary retains the sole responsibility for the 
work and the costs declared ! If something goes wrong with the 

third party, the beneficiary will be responsible 

! 
 

The beneficiary must ensure that Commission, OLAF and 
European Court of Auditors can audit its third parties 
including subcontractors and providers 

! 
 

In case of an audit to a 3rd party, the beneficiary is also in 
copy of all relevant communications (announcement of the audit, 
audit report, etc.) 

Third parties: Warnings 
 



Types of 
third 

parties 

CHARACTERISTICS 

Does work 
of the 
action 

Provides 
resources  

or 
services 

What is 
eligible? 

Must be 
indicated 
in Annex 

1 

Indirect 
costs 

Selecting the third 
party 

Articles 

Linked third 
party 

YES NO Costs YES YES 
Must be affiliated 
or have a legal 
link 

Article 14 

Subcontracto
rs 

YES NO Price YES NO 

Best value for 
money, avoid 
conflict of 
interest 

Article 13 

Third party 
providing  

in-kind 
contributio

ns 

NO YES Costs YES YES  
Not used to 
circumvent the 
rules 

Articles 11  
and 12 

Contractors NO YES Price NO YES 

Best value for 
money, avoid 
conflict of 
interest 

Article 10 

Financial 
support to 

third 
parties 

Only if allowed in the call  

The beneficiaries’ activity 
consists in providing financial 
support to the target population 

YES NO 
According to the 
conditions in Annex 
1 

Article 15 

Third parties: Summary 
 



Income generated by the 
action  

(except for action´s results) 

Income generated from the 
sale of assets purchased in 

the GA  

In-kind contributions: 

-specifically for the 

action and 

-received free of charge 

Financial contributions 
specifically assigned by  

the donors to finance  
the eligible costs 

 

Receipts 

No-profit rule applied at project level, not per beneficiary!   

Receipts 
 



Grant Amount Calculation 
 

 

Step 1 — Application of reimbursement rates to eligible costs 

 

 

Step 2 — Limit to the maximum grant amount 

 

The grant amount following Steps 1 and 2 is the lower of the two amounts 

Step 3 — Reduction due to the no-profit rule 

 

 

 

Step 4 — Reduction due to improper implementation or breach of other obligations under 
the GA at the payment of the balance 

 
Final grant amount  is the lower of the following two amounts:  

 Amount obtained following Steps 1 to 3  Amount obtained in Step 4 

 
 
 



 
Forms of costs 

 



Grants Single FLAT RATE for indirect costs  
 

 
Simplifying project management and removing recurrent errors  



Reimbursement Rate 



220 * 100 % = 220 

EXAMPLE 
Maximum grant 

amount 
Approved eligible 

costs  
Funding 

rate 
If 

Receipts  
If 

Reduction 

200 220 100% 30 20 

Step 1 

Step 2 

Lower between (220; 200) = 200 

Total approved eligible costs  X  reimbursement rate 

The lower between Step 1 and the maximum amount of the 
grant  

Step 3 Step 2 - profit of the action  (Profit (only if positive) = Step 2 + 
receipts – Eligible cost)  

Step 4 The lower between Step 3 and the reduced maximum grant 
amount  (if any reduction) 

Lower between (190; (200 - 20))  Lower between (190; 180) = 180 



The Coordinator must submit a periodic report within 60 days 
following the end of each reporting period (Art. 20.3 GA)  

In addition, the Coordinator must submit the final report 
within 60 days following the end of the action (Art. 20.4 GA) 

Periodic or final reports: 

 Via the Participant Portal (Art. 
52) 

 Single submission (by 
Coordinator) 

 Single re-submission 
(incomplete or non-compliant 
reports) 

Reporting 



Time-to-
Pay  

From 

One Pre-financing 30 days 

Counted from: 
- entry into force, or 
- 10 days before start 
date, 
whichever is the latest.  

→ Retention 5 % of maximum grant for the Guarantee Fund 

Interim Payments 90 days 
From reception of 
periodic report 

→ Based on financial statements (EU contribution = eligible costs 
approved * reimbursement rate) 

→ Limit =  90 % of the maximum grant (Retention 10%)  

Payment of the Balance 90 days 
From reception of final 
reports 

Payments 



Controls and Audits 

 

CFS 

[Certificate for 

Financial Statements] 

 

 Only for final payments/per beneficiary /for actual 
costs ≥ €325 000 € 
 

 Optional Certificates on average personnel costs  
 



Start date of the action 
 

 

 

Start date of the action  

(cost eligibility)  

 

 

 

But no later than 1st of January 2019 
(except for Lump sum topic) 

First day of the month after GA 
signature  
 
 
 
Fixed start date (with strict 
limits on retroactivity)  

 
 



Coordinator 

Partner 

Partner 

 CA is mandatory unless otherwise specified in the 
work programme 

 Article 41.3 of the H2020 Model Grant Agreement 

 Characteristics 

• It is a private agreement between the beneficiaries and not 
involves the EC 

• Deals with the rights and obligations of the beneficiaries amongst 
themselves  

 Examples: internal organisation, distribution of EU funding, 
additional rules on IPR, settlement of disputes, etc.  

• In principle to be concluded before signing the Grant Agreement 

 

+ Consortium Agreement (CA) 

 



Electronique Communication for the 
management of the Grant Agreement 

 



Participant portal – one–stop shop  

• Call topics + all related documents 

• NCPs 

• Expert registration 

• Legal & guidance documents 

• FAQs 

• Access to proposal submission 
system 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal  

35 



More information 

Participant Portal 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal   

Horizon 2020 Documents  

http://europa.eu/!Hh89qM  

Horizon 2020 On-line Manual 

http://europa.eu/!hg88jt  

 

Questions? Research Enquiry Service 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/enquiries 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal
http://europa.eu/!Hh89qM
http://europa.eu/!Hh89qM
http://europa.eu/!Hh89qM
http://europa.eu/!hg88jt
http://europa.eu/!hg88jt
http://ec.europa.eu/research/enquiries
http://ec.europa.eu/research/enquiries


Thank you!  
 

@EUScienceInnov 
#InvestEUresearch 
#EUHealthResearch  

 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/health   
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal  

 
  
 

 
 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/health
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal

